VIR HAPPENINGS

As you can see from the
enclosed pictures, we are
having an excellent time with
kids in all of our programs.
Our motto is “Building Young
Lives.” These are pictures of
our Group Home boys,
Foster Children, Adoptive
families, and friends. | have
been told that pictures are
worth a thousand words;
therefore, here is a whole
picture book. These are the
faces of kids that came to us
with huge hurts, hang-ups,
and bad habits. Now they
have received tremendous
healing through a caring
adult, whether that is our
childcare workers at the
ranch, our foster parents, or
adoptive parents. What a
difference we see in their
lives as they grow up with
us. Enjoy the pictures in this
newsletter.  Every picture
has a volume that would go
with it if we had the time and
space to share it.
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Summer 2000

Valley Teen Ranch — Building Young Lives

ADr. Jim Green, GVUSD Principal, & -
James, VTR HS Graduate. A Golden Valley Unified School District awards with

Superintendent, Sarah Koligian; Asst. Superintendent,
Andy Alvarado; Board Member, Mark Toole; Teacher,
Avo Atoian; & VTR Academic Scholars.

A Clovis West High School AVID ladies and VTR gentle-
men at our prom ~ A Night to Remember.

A Cruisin’ down the river with San Joaquin
River Parkway Adventures.

A Manuel receiving his 4.0 GPA & other
certificates from teachers Mr. Derkalousdian, A VTR annual staff retreat.
Mr. Atoian, & Mr. Castillo.
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Upcoming Events Foster Care & Adoption Children & Families
- June 15 - July 31, 2009 : 2 - -
VTR Summer School . ;

. August 13, 2009 < .Fgce
Fall Semester Begins painting at
. October 24, 2009 Foster Farp—
Fall Fashion Show Luncheon ily/Adoption
Agency pic-
nic done by

Needs List

. Fishing Poles, Bait, & Tackle

. Tackle Boxes

. Tennis Racquets & balls

. PS2, Xbox 360, &/or WIl gaming
systems

. Gas Barbeques

. Washer & Dryer

. Ceiling Fans

Thank You...

. Clovis West High School ~ AVID
. A1 Tuxedo

. Sequoia Brewery

. Whole Foods

. Holy Trinity Armenian Church

. Cross Church

. Northwest Church Primetimers

our very own
foster mom,
Kristy Ray.

A Foster children come in all sizes, shapes, and
colors.

A Foster children & adoption children
now have a new family tree with lots of
strong, new branches.

A The Stokes family grew by one more at this
adoption finalization.

A memorial gift is a very special way to express love and sympathy

MemOﬂdl:S‘ to bereaved families. It takes the memory of a friend or loved one

and invests it in the future of a child at Valley Teen Ranch. Honorariums are a way to
recognize special memories with living gifts to help build a better life.
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A Fresno Cqunty Juyemle Probation Richard Chortonian Jim Sonstegard Dick Wenig Bob & Marge Ebel
Judge, David Gottlieb, and P.O., Paul Melikian Given 6 J .
! . y ohn Pinter In Loving Memory of
George Aguilera, congratulating our Robert Koligian Ron Olsen Given by Dn aEcmg Memory o
: . - . ow Evans
recent Fresno county graduates. Peter Giragosian MacMillan-Piper Beverly Guinn (‘1":\211 Zy
Bill Barcus Michiyo & Fumiyoshi In Loving Memory of I?:ill & Susan Millard
Alyce Demirjian Sugawara Margie Haas .
Victor Prosperi Jay & Sandra Olsen Given by In Loving Memory of
Given by James & Mary Bray Margaret McCarroll Tammy Braden
Marion Melikian ggt;]ra (\jN;t[s)onl S In Loving Memory of I\él;aybjzl 6Dyollar
ving Memon ichard & Darla Saam
In Loving Memory of Angelika Bayouth E\{el,yn5l?’,oy Bob & Marge Ebel
Dorothy Lake > Given by L
Given by %t:nsl\zne Par(l& G Chuck & Jeannine Milner é n LOW&% Ner:ﬂmy of
Janet Shaw e Managed Assets Grp o rances Smit
oo ooy of Robert & Jamia Smith j n LOJ””;]H Memory of - jack Nebergall
n Loving Memory o 0an Jonnson
Julie Schgiichting ’ Joan Andersgn Cora VanAndle Given by
! James & Judith Arnold Penny Beavers
Given by _ Tim&Gingie Schmitt ~ W-A.Ross e
Bill & Shirley Schiichting g g Betty Loomis Erena May Ross In Loving Memory of
) Given by Louie Cavalletto
A Welcome new VTR tenant Wayne In Loving Memory of Frances Hedlund é | & Harlene E Given by
Goudareau, owner of Innovation Mona Bleigh Todd & Lois Johnson ar & ariene vers Penny Beavers
Commercial Flooring. Thanks for our Given by In Loving Memory of Guy & Carole Johnston

new office carpet too!

Ron & Muriel Seay

Barbara Wells

Connie Clendenan

. VALLEY TEEN RANCH -« Telephone (559) 437-1144 « Fax (559) 438-5004

Visit us at www.valleyteenranch.org



Connie’s Corner

I am writing this letter on June 16, so it can be printed and sent to you by July 1. T just
received two emails; one from our CA Alliance of Child & Family Services and the other from the
Governor’s office. 1 also have a monster toothache. The Alliance told me that the Governor is
proposing to cut our Group Home and Foster Care rates by 10%. They also enclosed our
recommendations to the Governor regarding our solution. The Governor’s email invited me to a
town meeting at 10:00 a.m. on the 18" to hear him speak about the budget proposal. I made an
appointment for Thursday with an Endodontist to see if I need a root canal. Hummmmm ... root
‘canal or Budget Cut. They are both bad news, painful, and require immediate attention and help

from people who have more education and resources than I do. WHAT AM 1 TO DO? Therefore, |
am asking you, God, Dr. Starr, and Dr. Danielson to help me with these unexpected challenges.

We are going to attack both challenges with wisdom, common sense, and use good judgment in designing
solutions. Those are the three things I ask God for EVERYDAY! The appointment with Dr. Danielson has been
scheduled and we have dental insurance to pay for half of the root canal, if that is what is chosen as a solution to my
toothache. The meeting with the Governor will happen and if I can speak to him privately or publicly, I have my
“elevator speech” ready to go. Or, I can hand the talking points document to his people. I will also send the
document to all our elected officials that represent our San Joaquin Valley counties. I’m taking two boys with me, as
well.

I just have to show up, speak up, and then wait as I trust God to do the work HE has planned. I am also
writing to you to let you know that we need your continued financial support during these tumultuous times. We are
contemplating canceling our summer camp at Calvin Crest in August to save money with the cost of the event and
staff overtime we incur. The total cost of the event is about $5000. We are also doing our best now to only spend on
things that are absolutely necessary; food, electricity, gas, clothes, salaries, phone, postage, paper, and print cartridges.
Fortunately, our buildings, vehicles, and property are paid for and our office building has wonderful tenants. My
prayer request is that we will not incur any unforeseen expenses this summer and that our wonderful donors will
continue to give unconditionally to our cause of helping kids. We offer them a second chance with a “Hands up —
Relationship based” approach in our residential group homes and foster homes.

We have been selected to receive an America Corps Vista VIP Volunteer for one year, starting July 1. They
will be our recruiter/trainer for Foster Parents and Adoptive Parents. We are going to be calling all the Protestant and
Catholic Churches in Fresno and Madera counties to schedule times to get in S .4 :
front of their congregations to ask people to become foster or adoptive parents.
If you have a contact in your church, we would appreciate your help with that 2
information. We only need five minutes max to give our “pitch”, plus we have §
a booth and bulletin inserts and/or video announcements to be shared. They
can join our team of wonderful Foster Parents as seen right here. > |

' There is no need to panic or stress out. We are in this

| ministry for the long haul. There are so many children and = :

youth that need help. We are the lifeline to get them on the right track and make sure they are healthy
and safe.

Thanks for your continued help with our cause. I appreciate your belief in what we do. If you
“s " have any questions about our organization, want a tour, or want to know about our budget, please call
me at 559.437.1144. Integrity is one of our core values. Your trust in who we are and what we do is very important
to me and to our Board of Directors.

Also, we want to send our information to you electronically. If you have an email address, please send that to
us too. My email address is connie.clendenan@valleyteenranch.org and our web site is www.valleyteenranch.org.

Stay strong and have courage,

C . nAh, Sovereign Lord, You |
O r]EnI earth by Your great and outstretched arm. Nothing is to

Connie R. Clendenan, CEO hard for You.o

Valley Teen Ranch Jeremiah 32:17

Visit us at www.valleyteenranch.org VALLEY TEEN RANCH -« Telephone (559) 437-1144 « Fax (559) 438-5004 .
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Garden Party!

Gifts Provide VTR Necessities
> Thank you so very much to the following Foundations, Banks, and Service Clubs for their continued support: The Beneto, Fresno Regional,
In-N-Out Burger, Radin, Arakelian, Armey-Harvey, AETNA, American Endowment, Fansler, Garabedian, & William Donner Foundations;
USDA Rural Development; the Fig Garden, Fresno, North, South, and East Fresno Rotaries; the Madera Breakfast Lions Club; the Madera, Madera
Ranchos, Madera Sunrise, and Clovis Kiwanis; Educational Employee Credit Union, Wells Fargo, Bank of America, Washington Mutual, and County
Banks; and Guarantee Real Estate. Thank you for In-Kind gifts from the following businesses: California Dairies, Great Harvest Bread Co., Williams
-Sonoma, Pottery Barn, Office Depot, and Mor Furniture. We appreciate your generosity to our Foster Families and our kids.
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